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Upcoming
Services
Friday, July 9th
7:30pm
Shabbat Services with
Rabbi Kushner
Saturday, July 10th
9:30am
Shabbat Services with
Rabbi Kushner

The office will be closed for
the morning of
Wednesday, July 7th.
The office will open at
1:00pm that day.
Thank you!

Board Member Needed
We need one member to fill a
vacant seat on the Board of
Directors.
If you are interested in serving in
this important role, please contact
one of our current Board members
or Stephanie, in the office.

Josie Rose
Josie Rose, daughter of past SOJ members, Cary & Stefanie Rose,
graduated from Urbandale High School as her class valedictorian.

She had a varsity letter in cheerleading and Gymnastics, and volunteered for a number of
organizations, including the Youth Council on World Hunger. She will be attending UCLA in
the fall, with plans to be a doctor.

Condolences
Condolences
To the family of Danny and Sarah Stokes, on the loss of his mother.

Obituary for Sandra S Stokes
Sandra S. Stokes, 79, of Parkersburg Iowa, passed away peacefully of natural causes on Sunday,
May 2, 2021.
Sandra was born July 31, 1941 in Waterloo, IA, the daughter of Richard and Dorothy Ellsworth
Carpenter. She married Robert Stokes on August 7, 1970 at the Little Brown Church in Nashua, IA.
Sandra graduated from the University of Northern Iowa, receiving her teaching degree. She
taught in the Florida school system for 16 years before retiring and moving back to Iowa in 2008.
Sandra is survived by her husband, Robert; children, Mike Clements, Terrie (Charlie) Skeens,
Susan (John) Nelson, Penny, (Craig) Thompson, Daniel (Sarah) Stokes, and Darren (Rebecca)
Stokes: along with many grandchildren and several great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her parents; a sister, Linda Crook; and daughter Barbara Lovejoy.
Richardson Funeral Service in Cedar Falls provided cremation care. A celebration of life will be
held at a later date.

We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following
contributions:
FINKELSTEIN, Judy – Donation to Finkelstein Educational Fund
In memory of father-in-law, Isador Finkelstein
GOLDNER, Norman –
In memory of mother, Sylvia Goldner
GREENFIELD, Michael –
In memory of father, Sidney Greenfield
KATZ, Danny –
In memory of his father, Ely Katz
LEDERMAN, David & Amy and Family –
In memory of mother, Barbara Lederman
LEDERMAN, Jacob –
In memory of mother, Barbara Lederman
LEDERMAN, Ted, Renee & Debbie –
In memory of son-in-law, David Lewis
LEVI MARGULIES, Rosemary & Jeffrey – Donation to the Cemetery Fund
In memory of father, Jay Levi
NASHEL, Susan –
In memory of grandfather, Frank Blindman

Words of Wisdom from Rabbi Kushner…
The Oldest of Them All
“And indeed, as he listened to the cries of joy rising from the town, he remembered that such
joy is always imperiled. He knew what these jubilant crowds did not know but could have
learned from books: that the plague bacillus never dies or disappears for good; that it can lie
dormant for years and years in furniture and linen chests; that it bides its time in bedrooms,
cellars, trunks and bookshelves; and that perhaps the day would come when, for the bane and
enlightenment of men, it would rouse up its rats again and send them forth to die in a happy
city.” (Albert Camus, The Plague, 1947)
(continued on next page)

(Words of Wisdom from Rabbi Kushner, continued)

No, right now I’m not thinking of the plague of Covid, although the comparison with Camus’ novel
might seem obvious. We fortunate ones in the so-called First World are now slowly emerging from
the plague of the novel Corona virus. Yet, we are cautioned that this virus, as viruses do, has
mutated and will most probably be a medical concern for many years to come.
However, what I am pondering is the Elder Plague, the oldest of them all, the one that we Jews
thought had finally been reduced to a mere memory: The noxious plague of Jew-hatred. With the
memory of the Shoah slowly fading, it has been tempting for us to consider ourselves relatively
safe in our modern world. Then this ancient virus (as viruses do) mutated into various strains of
virulent threats and has resurfaced. Whether rooted in the political right (as in the shootings at
the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh) or in the political left (as in Britain’s Labor Party and
even as evidenced by certain members of our own American congress), or in the violent
malevolence from Islamists: This virus of hatred has stopped biding its time. It is right here
among us, and we must address it as an extremely urgent, crucial concern.
This virus unfortunately survives on ancient fears, prejudices, and irrational anxieties. The
villain Haman cooed to King Ahasverus: “There is a people who do not follow your laws!” We are
perceived by those who hate us as the malleable Other, with the eerie role of being cast as every
possible stereotype: both capitalist and communist, both visible and invisible, assimilated, or
unassimilated, both aboveground and underground. Always somehow a threat. Fear mutates and
descends into hate. A quick historical reminder:
In 19th Century Prussia, the Jewish community responded to prevalent social anti-Semitism by
trying to be more German than the Germans themselves. Reform Judaism modelled itself after
Lutheran Christianity, hoping that moving away from Jewish tradition would make them less
visible, and better assure their general acceptance in society. We know that the opposite
happened: the more they acculturated, the more despicable they became. The ultimate horror was
the almost complete obliteration of European Jewry less than 100 years later.
What might be prudent and effective responses to this renewed Jew-hatred in our own time?
There is unfortunately no vaccine against it, as it has multiple mutations and embraces many
related conspiracy theories. Obviously, we should remain extremely vigilant in our homes and our
communities regarding physical threats and maintain regular contact with law enforcement and
government agencies on all appropriate levels. The solidarity of our Christian and Muslim friends
is crucial! And yet, I believe that a viable path to survival lies within ourselves – both personally
as well as communally. I am always inspired by the great 19th Century Rabbi, Zacharias
Frankel. Frankel was a congregational Rabbi, a teacher, a tireless magazine editor and the
director of the first modern rabbinic seminary in Europe in Breslau. He faced the challenge of
Jew-hatred in his own time with immense personal courage and political instinct. His
pedagogical principles were determined by the conviction that Jewish knowledge and tradition
had carried and supported previous generations through all their tribulations. Thus, they should
not be jettisoned, but proudly preserved and carefully entrusted to the next generations as a
lasting heritage.
In other words, ours is a true Counterculture. It is to be embraced, courageously and joyfully
lived!
Lech l’Shalom, move towards wholeness,
Rabbi Rebecca

Yahrzeits
The yahrzeits of these beloved, departed relatives listed below should be observed
on the Friday and Saturday of the week listed…

June 27 – July 3:
Isador Finkelstein
Jo Krensky
Bertha Tabach
Natalee Jacobs
Julius Meyers
Elizabeth Epstein Cohn
Rose Krupkin
Sophie Myers
Rose Edelstein
Harry Hankin
July 4 - 10:
Esther Fish
Jay Levi
Theodore Cohen
David Nadler

July 11 - 17:
Ida Kramer
Max Reinstein
Mary Rosenthal
Frank Greenberg
Maurice Ritter
David Guralnik
Charles Tenenbaum
Beatrice Cooper
Louis Cooper
Alan Israel
Lena Lachman
Anne Wolfe

July 18 - 24:
Sophia Cohn
Sarah Fish
Jack Meadow
Myer Toor
Ezril Offman
Sarah Slone
Edward Kramer
Abraham Silber
Devorah Lauter
Maurice Saiger

July 25 - 31:
Sarah Blot
Louis Levine
Eva Buk Kazenelson
Abe Goldstein
Isaac Greenman
Ruth Alpern
Nettie Widerschein
Marion Krupkin
Edward Kramer
Joe Blot

